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Suffolk County American Legion 

Minutes and Reports 

November 3, 2023 



SUFFOLK COUNTY AMERICAN LEGION 

Nov 3rd, 2023 Minutes 

James Ely Miller Post 833 

 

Meeting opened by Commander Ken Dolan, at 2000 hours with proper 

respect and ceremony. Roll Call showed 19 Posts present. Roll Call of 

Officers showed all present.  4 Division Commanders present, 1 absent. 

We were welcomed to James Ely Miller Post 833 by Commander Bill 

Coderre. 

Minutes accepted M/ Smith, 2nd/ Lindsay 

Regular order suspended for presentation of Legionnaire of the Year 

Award to Historian Jerry Doran. M/Beecher, 2nd/Moeller 

Return to Regular Order M/Smith, 2nd/Regina 

Finance Report accepted M/Smith, 2nd/ Brothers 

Commander’s Report Included. 

Division Commanders reports are included. 

Adjutants Report: Included. 

Committee Reports that are Included: Boys State, Legion Riders, 

Membership, PUFL, MIA/POW, Oratorical, VSO Northport 

Directory: Completed, Being Distributed by Joe Regina. 

Long Island National Cemetery Veterans Day Ceremony is Sunday, Nov 

5th, 2023 at 2 PM              

Calverton National Cemetery Veterans Day Ceremony is Saturday, Nov 

11th, 2023 at 1 PM 

Nominations: PCC Commander Steve Antonacci Reports that Kevin 



Eaton, Suffolk County Adjutant has been nominated for Suffolk County 

Commander 2024-2025 by James Ely Miller Post 833.  

Ways And Means won by Past 10th District Commander Robert Smith. 

Old Business: none  

New Business: Commander’s appointments to replace vacated 

Committee Chairs for Suffolk County and 10th District,  

Suffolk County 

Budget & Finance: Tom Wagner 

Constitution & By Laws: Bill Coderre 

Protocol: Phil Barczak 

10th District 

Bowling: open 

Directory: open 

Constitution & By Laws: Bill Coderre 

Protocol: Phil Barczak 

Motion to except Smith/ 2nd/Ordmandy 

 

Sick Call: PDVC Commander Phil Gomez, keep him in our prayers. 

Legionnaire George Penny Post 861 and Neil Marturiello Post 1848 

passed away. Rest In Peace 

 

Good of the Legion:  

On Oct 8, 2023, Suffolk County American Legion received notification 

via email from P10DC Robert Shadler that he was resigning from all his 

duties with Tenth District and Suffolk County American Legion. 

Wilson-Ritch Post 432 thanked all who turned out to Remembrance 

Ceremony of the 40th Anniversary of the Beirut, Lebanon attack on the 

Marine Barracks. 



Pearl Harbor Post 1941 will be having a Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony on 

Dec 7th, 2023 at 12:30 pm in Calverton Cemetery. 

The next County Meeting is on Dec 1st, 2023 at Chelburg & Battle Post 

388 Sag Harbor 

Meeting closed at 2127 hrs with proper ceremony and respect. 

Kevin Eaton, Adjutant 

 

 

 

 



County Commander’s Report Nov 3rd, 2023 

10/6/23: Presided over County Meeting at Rusy-Bohm Post 411 Islip 

10/10/23: Attended Internment of WW2 Veteran, Bernard J. Sweeney Jr. at 

Calverton National Cemetery. 

10/20/23: Attended 2nd Division Meeting at West Islip Post 1738. 

10/22/23: Attended the 40th Anniversary of the Beirut, Lebanon Bombing of the 

Marine Barracks at Veterans Memorial Park, Port Jefferson Harbor. 

10/24/23: Attended 10th District Meeting at Babylon Post 94. 

10/28/23: Attended Suffolk County Legislative Breakfast at Rusy-Bohm Post 411 

Islip. 
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AMERICAN LEGION – Suffolk County 
November 2023 Report 

First Division Report: 

Meeting Date:     None 

Host:  HSJ Post 1218    

Only (1) Post RSVP – no other responses received. 

Meeting for October 23 cancelled due to no participation 

 

Review of 1st Division Officers: 

1st Division Vice Commander:   Lenore Brathwaite 

Adjutant:      Joe Regina 

Finance Officer:     Mike Brothers 

 

POST Updates / Reminders:  

 Meeting Dates:  Agreed to keep meeting date the 2nd Monday of 

each month.  Email reminder will go out to all Post Commanders   

- next meeting scheduled for November 13, 2023.   

   

 Post(s) actively working on local Veterans Day Events.    

 Save the date:  Participation encouraged - Legislative Breakfast at 

Islip Post 411 10/28/2023 
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 Suffolk County High School Oratorical Contest 

December 9, 2023. 9:30 am - 12:00 pm, Joseph Loeffler Post 1006 

198 First Street, Brentwood, NY 11717 

 Buddy Checks – shared the importance of doing buddy check calls.  

Encouraged to make calls during Veterans Week, or American 

Legion Birthday Week.  Shared resources found on Legion.org to 

help with calls to include the Veterans Crisis Line.   

 PUFL – reminder to make timely payments. 

 Membership – Reviewed Report received on 10/20/2023 from 

SCAL Membership Chair Fred Tartaglione. 

Greenlawn Post 1244 – Commanda Trisha will continue her term along 

with the assistance of Past Commander Donna Boyle.   Few members 

have stepped up to fill open positions. 

 Only Post in the town of Huntington that has a Veterans Day 

event on 11/11 @11 am.   

 Annual Cemetery Cleanup that work with the Jr’s from the fire 

department  - (3 Minute Men Buried there 1 volunteered at 64 

Years old Revolutionary War – Historical Site) 

 Plan on working with students – visiting schools: Vets in the 

classroom 

 Oratorical students – have a few from St. Pius school. 

Babylon Post 94 – 1st No Updates 

Amityville Post 1015 – No Updates   

Feustel-Kurdt Post 1120, Lindenhurst- No Updates. 

Hunter Squires Jackson Post 1218, Amityville – Post has (4) phase plan 

of major post clean out.  Post currently in Phase (2).  Slow progress but 
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still moving along.  Commander will be speaking at Amityville Village 

Veterans Day Parade.   

Northport Post 694 –  Scheduled to visit November’s Monthly Meeting 

Huntington Post 360 – No Updates  

Sgt. John Sardiello Post 1634, West Babylon – No Updates 

Wayne Middleton Post 1839, West Babylon – Transitioning in 

progress.   

Next Meeting:  Monday November 13th   Location Post #1634 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lenore Brathwaite 

1st Division Vice Chairperson 

631-805-7199 













 

 

 
 

 

SUFFOLK COUNTY AMERICAN LEGION 5TH DIVISION 

 

REPORT FOR 3 NOVEMBER 2023 

 
The 5th Division met on 24 October at Hand-Aldrich Post #924 in Hampton Bays.  Posts # 388, 

419, 834, 924  and 1545 were present. Welcome remarks were made by post commander John 

Lenihan and dinner was served prior to the meeting.  The following reports were received: 

 

1. EAST HAMPTON POST #419 - Post will host reps from Eastport V.A. at on 3 November at 

6:00pm, as a follow-on to their visit to Post #388 in September.  Post members will participate in 

Amagansett Elementary School Salute to Veterans on 9 November.  Post will participate in Main 

Street Veterans Day parade on 11 November, with ceremonies immediately following at Hook 

Mill and reception at post thereafter.  Facility rentals continue to go well, post will host training 

for food service inspection certification on Saturday, 6 January. 

 

2. CHELBERG & BATTLE POST #388 - Post completed repainting of 155mm howitzer.  Post 

will participate in Sag Harbor Elementary School ‘Salute to Veterans’ on 9 November.  Veterans 

Day  parade will commence at 10:00am on 11 November.  Post will host Veterans Day dinner 

starting at 6:30pm on 11 November.  Events subcommittee working on plans for Bingo starting 

in January.  N.Y. State Gaming Commission certainly doesn’t make it easy.  Post planning joint 

Christmas party with Auxiliary on 11 December.  Added 10 names to memorial wall in post ball-

room, total now up to 524.  Post hosting meetings of Sag Harbor Yacht Club on 3 November and 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary on 21 November. 

 

3. MALCOLM ROSS WHITE POST # 433 - Met w/post commander subsequent to meeting.  

Post will co-host ceremony in Agawam Park at 3PM on 12 November.  Two representatives of 

the British armed forces - one Army and one Royal Air Force - will present wreaths in honor of 

American service members lost in past wars.  This is part of a ‘linking’ initiative connecting 

Southampton with its namesake city in southern England.  Pipers and the Southampton High 

School Chorus will participate and a reception will be held immediately afterward at Prospect & 

Main (the former John Duck, Jr.).  All veterans are welcome to attend. 

 

4. HAND-ALDRICH POST #924 - Post now working on list of Korean War vets to add to 384 

WW2 names on memorial wall outside post.  Hosted Lions Club bingo on 3 October, proceeds to 

fund service dogs for vets. Post sponsored visit to LT Michael Murphy Museum on 18 October, 

received personal tour by museum director.  Hosted ‘Rocktoberfest’ on 21 October w/Mean 

Gene & the Flamethrowers, all proceeds to go toward Memorial Wall additions.  28-29 October, 

post manning booth at San Gennaro Feast to recruit new members & sell 50/50 tickets for wall 

fund.  Post notified by NY State that they have been approved for $75,000.00 grant to install ele-

vator.  Paperwork continues.  All building permit paperwork in, but informed by Town Building 

Dep’t .that it may be 3-4 months before permit is issued.  Post initially charged $6,055 in fees, 



 

 

but Cynthia McNamara intervened and got fees reversed.  In total, she has saved post over $9K 

to date.  Post CDR advised that on Wednesday, 25 October, Mariners Patriotic Club will host 

Veterans Appreciation Dinner from 4:30-6:30 at Southampton High School.  13 November post 

will be distributing turkeys to veterans in need. 

 

5. ARTHUR ELLIS HAMM POST #834 - Adopt-A-Highway program going well, next highway 

day out is 20 November.  Highway department sign now up.  Work on new post headquarters to 

start in January. On 10 November the post will participate in Warriors of Rock Salute to Veter-

ans and First Responders at Westhampton Performing Arts Center at 7PM.  Post reaching out to 

help Westhampton Rehab Center.  Post will participate in Honor Flight next May.   

 

6. EASTPORT POST #1545 - Post members participated in the visit of the Traveling Vietnam 

Wall on 7 October.  Post member selected to be grand marshal of this year’s Veterans Day pa-

rade on 5 November in Center Moriches. On 2 November post members will attend annual Vet-

erans’ Appreciation Luncheon hosted by Raynor Country Day School.  On 3 November post 

members will attend Town of Brookhaven Salute to Veterans.. Renovations at post continue. 

Post received word from U.S. Army Tank-Automotive and Armaments Command (TACOM) 

that they have been approved for loan of 105mm howitzer for display purposes.  Post will hold 

its own Veterans Day ceremony on 11 November. 

 

7. Div CDR Reminded all posts of ongoing ‘Buddy Check Month’ in October.  Briefed posts on 

upcoming dues increases.  Shared current membership numbers with all posts, stressed that the 

sooner they get their renewals in, the sooner he and County would stop pressing for them.  

Briefed posts on large turnout for burial of SGT Bernard Sweeney at Calverton.  Reminded posts 

of SCAL Legislative Breakfast on 28 October and next County meeting on 3 November.  Briefed 

posts on upcoming midwinter Conference on 19-21 January.  Of note also, the Sag Harbor VFW 

Post #9082 is currently sponsoring a display of the Veterans Crisis Line on the large electric sign 

boards on Sunrise Highway on the west side of the Shinnecock Canal.  The display, which any 

organization may sponsor, runs for 2 weeks and costs $500.00.  Contact the Shinnecock Indian 

Nation offices for additional details.  See photo on next page. 

 

8. Next meeting of the 5th Division will be held at 6:30PM on Tuesday, 28 November at  

Eastport Post #1545. 

 
            Respectfully Submitted, 

 

          P. E. Gerecke 

            P. E. GERECKE 

            Commander, 5th Division 

 

 



 

 

 











Membership Report as of November 3rd, 2023 

 

Comrades, 

 As of 10/27/2023 we as Suffolk County are at 63.93% of our membership goals for November. 

With a little more effort from our Posts with less than 65% membership we can achieve National’s goal 

of 65% by November 8, 2023. 

 

Department of New York 2024 Membership  
as of 10/27/23 

Including all HQ Transfers 

                          
                          

Suffolk Co                     

Post Name Location New PUFL Renewal 

HQ Tran 

Totals Goal 
% of 
Goal 

NY-
0094 Babylon Inc Babylon 2 22 101 0 125 269 46.47 

NY-
0155 William Merritt Hallock Lake Ronkonkoma 3 16 99 2 120 153 78.43 

NY-
0185 Burton Potter Greenport 0 6 21 0 27 44 61.36 

NY-
0269 Patchogue Patchogue 0 24 18 0 42 136 30.88 

NY-
0273 Riverhead Riverhead 1 10 58 0 69 101 68.32 

NY-
0281 Mitchell Shelter Island 1 11 61 0 73 111 65.77 

NY-
0352 Leisure Glenn Ridge 1 1 25 0 27 36 75.00 

NY-
0360 Huntington Huntington 0 17 32 0 49 68 72.06 

NY-
0365 Bay Shore Inc Bay Shore 0 2 11 0 13 20 65.00 

NY-
0388 Chelberg Battle Inc Sag Harbor 1 10 64 0 75 117 64.10 

NY-
0411 Rusy-Bohm Islip 1 8 54 0 63 93 67.74 

NY-
0417 Harbor Setauket 2 23 20 0 45 50 90.00 

NY-
0419 East Hampton Town East Hampton 1 16 63 0 80 143 55.94 

NY-
0432 Wilson Ritch Port Jefferson Sta 3 37 144 3 187 306 61.11 

NY-
0433 Malcolm R White Inc Southampton 0 4 1 0 5 6 83.33 

NY-
0580 Nathaniel H Topping Bridgehampton 0 0 0 0 0 0 #DIV/0 

NY-
0651 Smith-Wever Sayville 0 16 30 1 47 82 57.32 
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NY-
0694 Northport Northport 6 4 134 0 144 204 70.59 

NY-
0803 Griswold-Terry-Glover Southold 1 12 88 0 101 192 52.60 

NY-
0833 James Ely Miller Smithtown 0 14 131 0 145 151 96.03 

NY-
0834 Arthur Ellis Hamm Westhampton 0 3 86 0 89 87 102.30 

NY-
0861 Raymond Cleaves Mattituck 2 6 16 0 24 25 96.00 

NY-
0924 Hand-Aldrich Hampton Bays 2 6 46 0 54 101 53.47 

NY-
0944 Donald C Munro Inc Kings Park 3 13 33 0 49 96 51.04 

NY-
1006 Joseph Loeffler Brentwood 0 16 39 0 55 85 64.71 

NY-
1015 Amityville Amityville 0 4 13 0 17 29 58.62 

NY-
1039 Herold-Tierney Central Islip 0 2 1 0 3 9 33.33 

NY-
1045 Alfred R Grebe Inc Fishers Island 0 6 1 0 7 11 63.64 

NY-
1120 Feustel-Kurdt Inc Lindenhurst 0 13 41 0 54 88 61.36 

NY-
1146 Joseph Kovarik Bohemia 0 7 34 0 41 59 69.49 

NY-
1152 Sherwood Brothers St James 0 7 8 0 15 64 23.44 

NY-
1218 

Hunter-Squires-Jackson 
Inc Amityville 0 4 9 0 13 24 54.17 

NY-
1244 Greenlawn Inc Greenlawn 6 10 105 0 121 155 78.06 

NY-
1533 Arthur H Clune Mastic Beach 3 11 53 0 67 119 56.30 

NY-
1545 Eastport Eastport 0 9 53 1 63 81 77.78 

NY-
1633 Selden Selden 0 7 12 0 19 27 70.37 

NY-
1634 

Sergeant John Sardiello 
Inc 

W Babylon-Deer 
Park 2 8 59 0 69 106 65.09 

NY-
1635 Four-S East Islip 3 8 7 0 18 19 94.74 

NY-
1738 West Islip Inc West Islip 1 10 49 0 60 98 61.22 

NY-
1766 Irving Hart Setauket L I 0 3 7 0 10 12 83.33 

NY-
1839 Wayne Middleton Inc North Babylon 0 2 1 0 3 10 30.00 

NY-
1848 John R Cacioppo Medford 0 8 17 0 25 36 69.44 

NY-
1880 Leisure Village Ridge 0 0 0 0 0 2 0.00 

NY-
1888 Brunn-Prchal Rocky Point 1 0 21 0 22 20 110.00 

NY-
1941 Pearl Harbor Memorial Port Jefferson 0 0 10 0 10 23 43.48 

NY-
2016 

Farmingdale State 
College Farmingdale 0 0 0 0 0 0 #DIV/0 

    SUM: 46 416 1876 7 2345 3668 63.931 
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POW-MIA Report 

For the month of October 2023 

The remains of four of our fallen comrades have been recovered, identified, and returned 

to their loved ones.  

 

WORLD WAR 2________: 

December 7
th

 1941 - USS California 

Navy Seaman 2nd Class Stanley C. Galaszewski, 29, 

 

Europe_____________: 

Sciacca Sicily 

U.S. Army Air Forces 2nd Lt. Gilbert H. Myers, 27, 

Hürtgen Forest 

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Woodrow F. Gerdes, 31, 

 

KOREAN War________: 
U.S. Army Pvt. 1st Class Charles A. Dickman, 17, 

 

Currently from WWII, there are 72,137 still unaccounted for.   7,486 still missing from 

the Korean.  1,578 American servicemen and civilians still unaccounted for from the 

Vietnam War, 5 missing from the Gulf War and 126 from the Cold War. 

 

To all those who gave their lives and lay in unmarked repose; may your souls rest 

with God in eternal peace. 
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