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Suffolk County American Legion 

Minutes and Reports 

October 6, 2023 



SUFFOLK COUNTY AMERICAN LEGION 

Oct 6th, 2023 minutes 

Rusy-Bohm Post 411 

 

Meeting opened by Commander Ken Dolan, at 2000 hours with proper 

respect and ceremony. Roll Call showed 22 Posts present. Roll Call of 

Officers showed 6 present, one excused. All Division Commanders 

present. 

We were welcomed to Rusy-Bohm Post 411 by Past Post Commander 

Rich Abrams. 

Minutes accepted M/Lindsay, 2nd/ Tartaglione 

Finance Report accepted M/ Pankowski, 2nd/ Brothers 

Commander’s Report Included. 

Division Commanders reports are included. 

Adjutants Report: Included. 

Committee Reports that are Included: Department Commander’s 

Visitation/Financial Report, Color Guard,  Legion Riders, Membership, 

Service Officers, MIA/POW, Nominations, SAL Advisor, and Liaison to 

Auxiliary.  

Directory: Completed, Being Distributed by Joe Regina.              

Calverton National Cemetery Report: Chairman Dennis Morrill reports 

that Ceremony for WW2 Veteran Bernard J. Sweeney Jr., will start at 

12pm, and that assembly time is at 11am, Main Entrance. Veterans Day 

Ceremony is at 1pm on Nov 11th, 2023. 

Nominations: PCC Commander Steve Antonacci Reports that Kevin 



Eaton, Suffolk County Adjutant has been nominated for Suffolk County 

Commander 2024-2025 by James Ely Miller Post 833. Nomination 

Letter Included. 

Ways And Means won by Patchogue Post 269 Commander Tracy 

Matuszak 

Old Business: none  

New Business: none 

Sick Call: P10th District Commander Phil Barzcak to be released from 

rehab soon. Chaplain states to remember our Comrades Tom Mooney 

Post 833 and Lee Allen Post 273 that have recently passed, and keep 

them in our prayers. 

Good of the Legion: Nov 12, 2023 Veterans Benefit Symposium at Sgt 

John Sardiello Post 1634 from 9am-7pm. Wilson-Ritch Post 432 Will be 

having a Remembrance Ceremony of the 40th Anniversary of the Hotel 

Bombing in Beirut, Lebanon. 

The next County Meeting is on Nov 3rd at James Ely Miller Post 833 in 

Smithtown. The next 10th District Meeting is on Oct 24th at Babylon Post 

94 

Meeting closed at 2135 hrs with proper ceremony and respect. 

Kevin Eaton, Adjutant 

 

 

 

 







ADJUTANTS REPORT 

Oct 6th, 2023 

 Consolidated Post Reports and Officer Certification Reports are 

required to be submitted each and every year. The following Posts have 

yet to submit these Reports and are well Past Due. 
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SUFFOLK COUNTY AMERICAN LEGION 5TH DIVISION 

 

REPORT FOR 6 OCTOBER 2023 

 
The 5th Division met on 26 September at East Hampton Post #419.  Posts # 388, 419, 924 and 

1545 were present. Welcome remarks were made by post commander Jeff Kiger and dinner was 

served prior to the meeting.  The following reports were received: 

 

1. EAST HAMPTON POST #419 - Post held dinner on 18 September to mark the 375th anniver-

sary of the settling of East Hampton (parade earlier in the day was cancelled due to inclement 

weather).  Post waiting for confirmation of date for Northport VA reps to visit post for public 

outreach and to facilitate access for local veterans.  Facility rentals going well, post in process of 

renewing food service inspection certificate. 

 

2. CHELBERG & BATTLE POST #388 - Post leadership met with tenant to reinforce rules and 

limitations on property use.  Restaurant now open for brunch/lunch on weekends.  House chair-

man completed extensive work to pad & display reinforcements for 155mm howitzer in front of 

building.  Next step will be repainting of howitzer during October.  Post seeking new ways to 

expand local community use of post on a not-to-interfere basis with tenant.  First project likely to 

be bingo sessions.  Starting preps for Veterans’ Day parade and dinner.  On a sad note, two Gold 

Star parents passed within less than a month of each other.  Chris Haerter, father of L/CPL Jor-

dan Haerter and James Theinert, father of 1LT Joe Theinert.  CDR and Adjutant attended State 

CDR’s visitation on 9/10. 

 

3. MALCOLM ROSS WHITE POST # 433 - No report received. 

 

4.  HAND-ALDRICH POST #924 - Conducted second ‘Bucket Brigade’ of 2023 on 9/2 at post 

with good results. Funds raised will to towards having WW2 vets names engraved on post’s 

memorial wall. 384 names registered thus far, engraving costs $50 per name. Post conducted 

wake service on 9/7 for departed member Lee Allen. Well attended. 6 post members attended 

State CDR’s visitation on 9/10. Bingo continues at post - proceeds going to purchase of service 

dogs for veterans. 10 members participated in 6th annual ‘Take a Vet Fishing’ event on 9/17. 

Event is sponsored by Hampton Watercraft & Marine. Post hosted ‘meet & greet’ w/Suffolk 

County D.A. Ray Tierney on 9/20. Event was open to the public & well attended. Post hosted 

Comedy Night on 9/23, also well attended. Post holding Oktoberfest at the post on 21 October. 

 

5.  ARTHUR ELLIS HAMM POST #834 (via email) - Post conducted first ‘Adopt-A-Highway’ 

cleanup on 18 September, with good results. 5 members participated.  Next highway day out is 

16 October immediately following regular post membership meeting.  Highway department sign 

should be up soon. 

 



 

 

6.  EASTPORT POST #1545 - 4 post members attended State CDR’s visitation on 10 Septem-

ber. Post member nominated to be grand marshal of this year’s Veterans Day parade on 5 No-

vember in Center Moriches. On 3 November post members will attend Veterans’ Appreciation 

Luncheon hosted by Town of Brookhaven. 10 post members attending visit of traveling Vietnam 

Wall at Tanner Park on 7 October.  Post sending 10-15 members to burial service for SGT Ber-

nard Sweeney at Calverton National Cemetery on 10 October. Working on renovations to bath-

rooms at post, still awaiting approval for food truck in post parking lot. 

 

7.  5th Division Commander reminded posts of need for submission of now grievously overdue 

Consolidated Post Reports, Post Data Reports and Certification of Officers.  Briefed members on 

upcoming visit by VA service van at Sag Harbor post on 2 October.  Discussed results of State 

Commander’s visitation on 10 September.  Reminded all posts of upcoming ‘Buddy Check 

Month’ in October. Briefed posts on upcoming dues increases.  Advised posts of upcoming buri-

al service for SGT Bernard Sweeney at Calverton National Cemetery on 10 October as well as 

40th Anniversary of the Beirut Bombing on 22 October in Port Jefferson.  Reminded posts of 

SCAL Legislative Breakfast coming up on 28 October.  Continued to encouraged post com-

manders/members to attend at least some of the County meetings. 

 

8.  Next meeting of the 5th Division will be held at 6:30PM on Tuesday, 24 October at Hand-

Aldrich Post #924 in Hampton Bays. 

 
            Respectfully Submitted, 

 

          P. E. Gerecke 

            P. E. GERECKE 

            Commander, 5th Division 

 









 

Department Commander Visitation Financial Report 

Income: 

11 Tables (@$300 per table)  $3300.00 

37 Singles (@$35 per seat)      $1295.00 

Total Income                                $4595.00 

 

Expenses: 

Food                                                 

$1422.55 

Babylon Post                                  

$1356.00 

Printing                                              

$177.53 

Cake                                                       

$86.99 

Total Expense                                  

$3043.07 

Dinner Profit        $1551.93 

 



Hotel Room          $150.00 

Breakfast                $150.00 

 

Event Profit           $1251.93 

 

 









 

POW-MIA Report 

For the months of Aug and September 2023 

The remains of thirty-one of our fallen comrades have been recovered, identified and 

returned to their loved ones.  

 

WORLD WAR 2________: 

Corregidor Island, Cabanatuan POW camp. 

U.S. Army Pfc. Lex L. Lillard, 20, 

U.S. Army Cpl. James A. Hurt, 25, 

Wewak, New Guinea. 

U.S. Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Charles G. Reynolds, 24, 

India 

U.S. Army Air Forces Sgt. Donal C. Aiken, 22, 

U.S. Army Air Forces 2nd Lt. Walter B. Miklosh, 21, 

Europe_____________: 

Hürtgen Forest 

U.S. Army Sergeant John W. Radanovich, 23, 

U.S. Army Pvt. Daniel Moniz, 19, 

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Max W. Thurston, 19, 

U.S. Army Tech Sgt. Leonard J. Dettloff 26, 

Krakaudorf, Austria 

U.S. Army Air Forces Sgt. Willard S. Kendall, 23, 

Pachten and Dillingen, Germany. 

U.S. Army Pfc. Roy J. Searle, 22, 

Italy 

U.S. Army Air Forces 2nd Lt. Fred L. Brewer Jr., 23, 

Malta 

U.S. Army Air Forces Sergeant Irving R. Newman, 22, 

Ploiesti, Romania 

U.S. Army Air Forces Tech Sgt. Elton L. Gomillion, 22, 

U.S. Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Wesley L. Jones, 22, 

U.S. Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Alfred W. Pezzella, 27, 

U.S. Army Air Forces 2
nd

 Lt. Edward Barnett, 24, 

U.S. Army Air Forces 1
st
 Lt. George W. Winger, 25, 

U.S. Army Air Forces Tech. Sgt. Turner Y. Johnston, 21, 

U.S. Army Air Forces 2
nd

 Lt. Albert W. Stahl, 22, 

 

KOREAN War________: 
U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class James L. Wilkinson, 19, 

U.S. Army Cpl. Gordon D. McCarthy, 20, 

U.S. Army Pfc. Albert A. Gosnell 18, 

U.S. Army Cpl. Donald “Donny” L. DuPont, 22, 

U.S. Army Pfc. James L. Miller, 21, 

U.S. Army Cpl. Francis James Jury, 23, 

U.S. Army Sgt. Richard M. Sharrow, 22, 



U.S. Army Pvt. Alvin D. Thurman, 21, 

U.S. Army Sgt. Willie J. Baty, 20, 

U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class James L. Dorrance, 20 

U.S. Army Cpl. Lewis W, Hill, 18, 

 

Currently from WWII, there are 72,138 still unaccounted for.   7,486 still missing from 

the Korean.  1,578 American servicemen and civilians still unaccounted for from the 

Vietnam War, 5 missing from the Gulf War and 126 from the Cold War. 

 

To all those who gave their lives and lay in unmarked repose; may your souls rest 

with God in eternal peace. 

 

 



American Legion 

James Ely Miller Post 833 
51 Juniper Ave  Smithtown, New York 11787  

 

 

 
                      September 11, 2023 

 
 

Steve Antonacci 

Past County Commander 

American Legion 

Suffolk County, New York 

 

 

RE: Nomination for Suffolk County American Legion Commander 

 

 

PCC Antonacci, 
 

James Ely Miller Post 833 hereby nominates County Adjutant Kevin Eaton to the position of Suffolk County 

American Legion Commander for 2024-2025.   

 

Kevin has faithfully served the American Legion for the past 9 years. At present, he serves as the County Adjutant. 

Prior to that, he was the 2nd Division Commander from 2021-2023. Along with being Commander of the 2nd 

Division, Adjutant Eaton has served as Commander of James Ely Miller Post 833 2021-2022, 1st Vice Commander 

2018-2021, 2022 - present and as the Suffolk County Sons of the American Legion Advisor since 2022.  

 

Adjutant Eaton is a graduate of Department of New York American Legion College and has served as a Counselor 

at Department of New York Boys State. He is also an active member of Voiture 713 of the 40 & 8 and has 

participated in many community events. 

 

Adjutant Eaton has shown that he is dedicated to the ideals and principles of the American Legion. Please accept 

our nomination of him for Suffolk County Commander. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Bill Coderre 

Commander 

American Legion 

James Ely Miller Post 833 

Smithtown, NY 11787 

631-724-1804 



             SUFFOLK COUNTY AMERICAN LEGION 

OCT 6TH, 2023 

S.A.L. ADVISORS REPORT 

 

 This year, The Sons of the American Legion Walk-A-Thon donations 

from Department of New York were issued to Northport VA in the 

amount of $1584.55 and to Long Island State Veterans Home in Stony 

Brook for the amount of $1584.65. The next County meeting of the SAL 

is yet to be determined. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

KEVIN EATON 

S.A.L. ADVISOR 
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